[Is dopaminergic therapy immunologically rejuvinating? Increased interferon-gamma production with the dopaminergic agent lisuride].
Eighteen patients with advanced Parkinson's disease (n = 13) or dopamine-sensitive dystonia (n = 5) were treated with the dopaminergic agent, lisuride, applied as a long-term subcutaneous infusion. The results were compared with those obtained in a group of younger, and a group of older, healthy volunteers. The liberation of gamma-interferon (gamma-IFN) following mitogenic stimulation of whole blood with phytohemagglutinin (PHA) was highly significantly elevated in comparison with the group of older healthy volunteers, and clearly, but not significantly, elevated in comparison with the younger group. There was no difference between patients with dystonia and those with Parkinson's disease. The effect observed is thus probably due to lisuride. This effect might explain the longer life expectancy and reduced proclivity for infection shown by patients with Parkinson's disease. It needs to be determined whether, on the basis of these initial data, a therapeutic principle for the treatment of diseases that can be directly influenced by gamma-IFN can be derived.